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Canadian co. extracts safe pain killer 
from puffer fish toxin  
(Posted on 3rd Novem ber 2003)

The puffer fish toxin turns to a non-addictive painkiller, thanks to 
the trials by International Wex Technologies Inc. 

The Vancouver based neuro-bioscience company has recently 
announced the completion of an interim analysis trial with a purified 
extract from the toxin on patients with advanced cancer who had 
not obtained adequate pain relief by relying on current established 
drug therapies. 

Puffer fish, also known as globefish and blowfish for its ability to 
bloat its body by gulping water when disturbed, is legendary -
certain parts of this otherwise delicious fish are poisonous and its 
preparation requires special skills. 

Fugu, as it is called in Japanese, is a prized delicacy in Japan for 
hundreds of years and has become a sort of legend worldwide, 
though China is said to be consuming it for a thousand or more 
years. 

In Japan, Fugu is prepared and sold in special restaurants where 
trained and licensed individuals carefully prepare them. 

Puffer fish's toxicity is due to tetrodotoxin, a neurotoxin that may 
occur in the liver, reproductive organs, kidneys, eyes, intestines, 
and skin. 

The company's lead compound, Tetrodotoxin, a sodium channel 
blocker, is the platform for the development of a portfolio of 
proprietary products in the field  of analgesia, drug addiction 
withdrawal treatment, and local anaesthesia. 

The tetradotoxin is 3000 times more powerful than Morphine, non 
addictive and is without known side effects according to Wex. 

Based on the results of the interim analysis and in line with the 
recommendation of its clinical advisors and investigators, the 
Company will file a Clinical Trial Application (CTA) with Health 
Canada to begin next phase of pivotal trial. 

The CTA application for the pivotal trial is anticipated to be filed 
with in the next 30 days. Wex plans to publish the results of this 
phase of trail in a peer-reviewed journal. 

For more information visit:  
www.wex tech.ca 

Please click  here to register as a member in WorldSeafoodMarket.com, 
which ent it les you to frequent market updates  and many other powerful 
features . Please see Prev iew for a quick overview.  
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